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Cars & bikes  
---------Guidelines & Rules---------- 
 

Etiquette, schmettiquette… 
Ø First and foremost, drivers and cyclists should work 

together so everyone goes home. 

Miscellaneous nuggets 
Ø  Cyclists will ride away from the “door zone.” Getting 

“doored” often leaves a mark (or worse). 
Ø Cyclists will ride farther away from the shoulder if 

there are drop offs; especially if it’s windy. 
Ø Cyclists should ride single file – but it’s hard to do that 

when the roads are pretty and the company is good.  
The skinny on stop signs & lights 

Ø Cyclists should stop at stop signs just like cars do. They 
don’t most of the time though; instead they will slowly 
and cautiously roll through the stop. Lights are another 
matter; cyclists will “flow” with cars (or use the 
crosswalks). They won’t, if they’re smart, blow through 
or “CA stop” at lights. 

Passing, passing… 
Ø A short toot on the horn if you’re 

approaching from behind a bicycle is ok. 
Don’t wait until you’re too close though. 

Ø Cyclists can see farther up the road than 
drivers so they can assist by warning not to 
pass or signaling that it’s okay to pass. 

Ø Cyclists are vehicles by definition and so 
should be treated the same way. 

Ø A car should give a bike at least 3 feet of 
room when passing. 

Some statutes… 
California Vehicle code 21200(a): 
“A person riding a bicycle or operating a 
pedicab upon a highway has all the rights and 
is subject to all the provisions applicable to the 
driver of a vehicle by this division [Rules of the 
Road], including, but not limited to, provisions 
concerning driving under the influence of 
alcoholic beverages or drugs…” 
 

California Vehicle code 21202(a)(3): 
“Any person operating a bicycle upon a 
roadway at a speed less than the normal speed 
of traffic…shall ride as close as practicable to 
the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway 
except under any of the following situations: 
When reasonably necessary to avoid…surface 
hazards, or substandard width lanes) that 
make it unsafe to continue along the right-
hand curb or edge” 

California Vehicle code 21760(c): 
“A driver of a motor vehicle shall not overtake 
or pass a bicycle proceeding in the same 
direction on a highway at a distance of less 
than three feet between any part of the motor 
vehicle and any part of the bicycle or its 
operator.” 
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